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 ‘Missing Threads’ references the tais, a 
hand-woven fabric of Timor-Leste which 
appears in or lies behind Alfe’s work. Tais 
represents and unites clans, passes down 
stories and offers ancestral protection for 
Timorese. The tais has been unraveled 
through almost 500 years of colonisation, 
occupation and foreign intervention in 
Timor-Leste. People are becoming 
disconnected from their land and livelihoods 
that sustained families for generations, 
surviving through connection and cooperation 
with others. We depend on a system that 
divides us and places boarders around us, 
creating tension between individual actions 
and collective needs. This exhibition of 
paintings and illustrations reflects on the 
process of repairing and reconnecting the 
threads of the tais through culture, family and 
everyday acts of self-determination.

Missing Threads



Alfe RM:

Alfe RM (Alfeo Sanches Pereira) is a Timorese visual artíst. 
He trained at the Arte Moris art school in Dili from 2004-2010, 
in a newly-independent Timor-Leste. Alfe has refined his practice 
through several international cultural exchanges and has 
exhibited in solo and collective exhibitions in Dili (2006-2016), 
Switzerland (2008), Australia (2010, 2014, 2016, 2017) Macau 
(2016) and France (2017). 

In Melbourne, he has painted murals in Richmond, Fitzroy and 
the CBD and has co-created projections for the Gertrude Street 
Projection festival. Alfe’s work connects closely with activist 
movements in Timor-Leste, and his stencil art became a symbol 
of his country’s fight for a fair maritime boundary with Australia, a 
longstanding dispute which was resolved in 2018. Alfe moved to 
Australia in 2016 and is currently living in Melbourne.



Question Mark 
2016
Acrylic on canvas 
92cm x 61cm 

People born in the village don’t know anything about why outsiders are trying 
to invade them. They have no idea what is underneath the sea.  They have 
no connection to these things, just going about their daily lives. They don’t 
attack anyone, they are not bad people. Seen from the outside, our country 
is a dollar sign. For those inside, there is only a question. If you want to view 
the question mark with us, you can enter an empty frame. 

Respect 
2015
100cm x 80cm
Oil & mirror on canvas  

Our heroes sacrificed their lives for our freedom. They have given us a clear 
view and a sense of direction. In my culture, if you pass between two people, 
you must husu lisensa (pay your respects) to them. Your reflection is a 
reminder that you are here because of them. What have you chosen to do with 
the freedom they have given to you? 



ID photo 
2019

Acrylic on canvas 
71.2cm x 56cm 

This planet is big but we treat it like it is small and deny people a place. This 
planet is round but we treat it like it is square and draw borders all over it. To 

keep out the people trying to find a safe place to live, to support their families, 
far from a troubled home. If our heart is the biggest thing in the universe, we 

can make room for everybody. But we lose our heart when we take more than 
we need and use each other as a business. People born late have nothing 

now.  We need the courage to show our hearts on our faces, put our hearts 

Square planet
2019

Acrylic on canvas 
50cm 

We believe our planet is round but 
we treat each other as if it is square. 
Ours is the only square planet in the 

solar system.



Interwoven Strategy II
2019
Acrylic and tais on canvas 
60.6cm x 50cm triptych

During the Indonesian Occupation of my country, we organised our Resistance across three interwoven fronts; clandestine, diplomatic and guerrillas. The three tallest 
mountains of Timor-Leste represent these three fronts; Ramelau, Kablaki and Matebian. The fourth mountain represents the ordinary people, mothers, children, who suffered 
just as much. They were the innocents, born in the wrong place. They still fought everyday, without their loved ones, to live, to eat, to farm, to fish, and then to vote for 
Independence. They are not recognised in the late night conversations, ceremonies, history books and pension schemes. If we are going to teach our children how to make 
sure this never happens again, they must become part of our stories. 



King Wave II
2019
Acrylic and tais on canvas 
91.4cm x 60.7cm 

We Timorese are powerless 
in the face of the disasters 
that have been caused by 
foreigners who want our 
natural resources. We don’t 
choose where we are born, 
with resources or without 
resources. Nature gives 
us soil, food, fish, shelter, 
medicine. But nature can 
also give us disasters. 
Nature provides, humans 
decide. 



Global Vomit
2016
Acrylic on canvas 
92cm x 61cm 

I know I cannot stop the global 
vomit, so I just encourage the globe 
to keep vomiting. 

Solid Line
2019
Acrylic on canvas 
76cm x 50.6cm 

Last year, we got our Maritime Boundary with Australia after 16 years. 
Five hundred years of fighting for sovereignty ended. But the planet keeps 
vomiting, just as we finally have control over our natural resources. So what 
do we do? When we were in conflict the UN arrived. When the UN left, the 
business people arrived. We may not like it, but we can’t say no. We need 
our roads, our lights, our imported products. We focus on sending our kids to 
school then into unemployment or migration. So now we are just like everyone 
else, treating the planet like it is square and adding to the vomit. So what did 
our ancestors sacrifice themselves for? For our children to be obese? Our 
country is still beautiful, for now, staring at our solid line.  



Eye to eye 
2017

Acrylic on canvas 
17.8cm x 13cm  

Dark and light, death and life. 
Flowers are given in death. A token 

from the living to the dead. Eyes 
are like a mirror. When you look at 
someone’s eye, you can see what 
they are facing. Their loved ones, 

passed. Connected through flowers.

Pride
2019
Acrylic on canvas 
17.8cm x 13cm
  
In 2017, Timor-Leste held a huge pride parade. In a majority Catholic country, 
this is a big step. To help people out of the dark. Our Prime Minister made it 
clear that everyone had equal rights, he wasn’t afraid to say this. 

Home is where you feel 
home 
2017
Acrylic on canvas 
17.8cm x 13cm  

Migrating to another country is 
like this. Laying down roots in a 
new place, carrying your old home 
behind you like a robe. Trying to 
make a life grow. 



Timor Oil 
2017
Acrylic on canvas 
91.4cm x 76.1cm 

We won back our country, a place for the 
fish to swim, the birds to fly, the animals 
to stay. Without these, we couldn’t build 
a government, a society. But it cost many 
people’s lives. Geographically, everything is 
there, but owning it is something different. 
Stealing our oil is like stealing from those 
who paid with their lives. 



Follow your hat 
2017

Acrylic on canvas 
71.2cm x 56cm 

I followed my hat across the 
ocean through the sky. 

Bridging Visa
2019
Acrylic and bank note on canvas 
91.5cm x  101.5cm 

I came here to be with my partner and to start our family. I made my way 
across the square planet. The system was big and well built. I had heard 
about people paying for things that haven’t happened yet, like life insurance or 
hospital insurance. I never thought that would be me. But then my family had 
to pay for an imaginary bridge. The bridge is imaginary, but the money is real. 
Trees need roots, sun and water to survive, but mine needs money. 



Inner peace 
2019

Acrylic and tais on canvas 
91.5cm x 101.5cm 

Swallowing everything. All these stories, all these threads. After 
so much has happened, hopefully this year is our year of inner 

peace. Hoping every year is better and better. 

The opposite of inner peace 
2019
Acrylic and tais on canvas 
40.7cm x 30.3cm 

Everybody separate, in their own box. Making individual deci-
sions and no longer living as one. This is the difference between 
the village and the society here in Australia or even in Dili. Here 
you don’t need your neighbour to help you, you just call an agent. 
The system slowly separates us. A staircase leads to elsewhere, 
but we don’t know where the story will end and maybe we can 
still change it. There’s still hope. 



The spy 
2019
Acrylic and tais on canvas 
81.1cm x 81.2cm 

Bernard Collaery and Witness K are being prosecuted by the Australian 
Government for their roles in revealing an Australian spy operation to bug the 
Timor-Leste government during sensitive oil and gas negotiations in 2004. 
They will face a preliminary hearing in August 2019, which will be closed to the 
public. By then, they will have been before the courts, on charges no one is 
allowed to know, for more than 14 months. This painting is a tribute to them. 

The Lion Sleeps Tonight 
2019
Acrylic on canvas 
25cm x 20cm 

I had a different plan for this painting. But with my 
daughter, we sing that song about the sleeping lion. So 
in the end I saw a lion here. I was going to include a 
structure to help the stones not to fall, but now I have 
these animals in there so they can take care of it. 



Untitled 
2017
Acrylic on canvas 
91.4cm x 76.1cm 



Drawing 
2019
Pen on paper

Drawing 
2019
Pen on paper



Noise Timor

Sound artists: 
Alfe will be joined for opening night by Dili-based experimental sound artists; 
Noise Timor. Etson Caminha and Yohan O’Bulak use vocals and a variety of 
traditional Timorese and modern instruments and electronic sound shaping 
tools, to take listeners on a contemplative journey across unpredictable and 
intriguing sonic realms. It’s been called ‘dangerous’ and ‘healing.’ Their sound 
will have a uniquely Melbourne flavour for this special performance. Alfe will 
accompany Noise’s experimental sound with live painting.

GALLERY 2 
MEDIA ROOM
Timor-Leste Independence Day 
2015 
Film collaboration
Chris Phillips, Etson, Alfe, Trolta, Lola.
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